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Summary 
 

The City of London Corporation delivers a programme of engagement at the annual 
Liberal Democrat, Labour, Conservative, Scottish National Party (SNP) and Green 
party conferences. 
  
Members and officers attend these party conferences on behalf of the City 
Corporation, representing the organisation through attendance at City Corporation 
organised events, fringe events, bilateral meetings with political and business 
representatives and other networking opportunities. 
 
This report asks members to support the recommendation that the City Corporation 
attendance and events return to the pre-pandemic format, subject to the public health 
situation and associated government guidance. 
 
This report also provides a summary of events to be hosted by the City Corporation 
which we would welcome feedback on. 

 
 

Recommendation(s) 

Members are asked:  
 

• To agree that City Corporation attendance and events at this year’s party 
conferences remain unchanged and return to the pre-pandemic format, subject 
to the public health situation and associated government guidance. 

• To note the planned format for this year’s party conference events. 
 
 



Main Report 

 

Background 
 

1. The City of London Corporation attends annual political party conferences, 
including the Conservative, Green, Labour, Liberal Democrat and SNP party 
conferences. 
 

2. The City Corporation organises and sponsors both public and private events at 
Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat party conferences. The City 
Corporation has hosted events at the SNP conference in recent years and has 
also attended the Green party conference in an observer capacity. 
 

3. The purpose of the City Corporation’s activities at party conferences is to deliver 
a programme of strategic engagement on issues of importance to the 
organisation with relevant politicians, policymakers and business figures.  
 

4. City Corporation activities are considered on a yearly basis to adapt to its own 
priorities and the current political and socio-economic environment. However, 
traditionally the City Corporation organises: 
 
a. An invitation-only roundtable in partnership with a think tank at the 

Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat and SNP party conferences. This 
roundtable is chaired by the Policy Chair and two Members of PRED are 
invited to attend at the discretion of the Policy Chair. 
 

b. An invitation-only dinner hosting between 50-120 people at Conservative, 
Labour and Liberal Democrat conference. The dinners bring together key 
local, regional and national political representatives, businesses, think tanks 
and academics. The Policy Chair gives a keynote speech as well as a 
political external guest. 

 
c. An additional open fringe event in partnership with a think tank at the 

conference of the party in government. 
 

5. In 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all of the party conferences were held 
online. The City Corporation hosted its roundtables and open fringe events 
virtually. Given the format of the conferences it was not possible to hold any 
dinners. 

 
Current Position 
 

6. Whilst COVID-19 case numbers are currently low, the vaccine rollout is 
progressing well and the roadmap to coming out of lockdown continues to be 
on track, there remains a level of uncertainty about whether large scale events 
can be held without social distancing later in the year. 
 

7. With this in mind, political parties have taken different approaches to the 2021 
party conference season. The Liberal Democrats have announced their 
conference will be wholly online again this autumn, while both Conservatives 



and Labour are expecting to hold their conferences in person. However, the 
conference preparations of those parties are delayed in comparison to a normal 
year. No announcements have yet been made in relation to the SNP and Green 
conferences. 

 
Options 
 

8. The Corporate Affairs Team considered two avenues in relation to the City 
Corporation’s presence at party conferences in Autumn 2021. 
 

9. On the assumption that public health guidelines and the review of social 
distancing allow for large scale events to take place after 21st June and thus 
that conferences take place physically, we recommend that the City 
Corporation work towards the same attendance and format of events as the 
years prior to the pandemic. Our roundtables and open fringe events would take 
place in person, and we would hold our usual dinners. 
 

10. If Members do not agree with this approach, the alternative option is to reduce 
Member and officer attendance to the Policy Chair, Deputies and Vice Chairs, 
supported by the Corporate Affairs Team. Our roundtables and open fringe 
event would take place in person but we would either hold smaller dinners or 
no dinners at all. A lower attendance would also contribute to reducing the costs 
associated with Party Conference activity by £60-£70K approximately. 
 

11. At the time of writing, the Corporate Affairs Team is taking soundings from 
external stakeholders to understand their own plans and this will help to ensure 
City Corporation attendance is proportionate to the overall attendance at the 
conferences.  

 
12. Both options remain dependent on public health guidelines in the Autumn and 

the political parties maintaining their decision to hold their conferences in 
person. Should a decision be taken later to move all the conferences online, 
the City Corporation will seek to replicate its participation virtually, similarly to 
2020, but with more experience. 

 
Proposals 
 

13. Members may wish to know the proposed format of events for the party 
conferences this Autumn, should the recommended option be approved. 

 
14. Liberal Democrat Party Conference, 17-20 September 2021, Online 

 

• The Liberal Democrats have announced that they will be holding their 
Autumn conference online. 

 

• Plan: To host a private roundtable in partnership with a think tank, covering 
a policy area of relevance to the City Corporation.  

 
15. Labour Party Conference, 25-29 September 2021, Brighton  

 



• The Labour Party have announced ‘they hope to meet in person but will 
work in line with the government restrictions at the time’. 

 

• Plan: To host a private roundtable in partnership with a think tank, covering 
a policy area of relevance to the City Corporation. To host a sit-down dinner 
of approximately 80 attendees with a select and focused guest list from the 
business, political and policy related sectors. To explore a possible 
partnership for the sit-down dinner. 

 
16. Conservative Party Conference, 3-6 October 2021, Manchester  

 

• The Conservative Party has not made a formal announcement at the time 
of writing regarding how it will hold its conference but contacts at our 
partners confirm that plans are being made for it to be held physically. 

 

• Plan: To host a private roundtable in partnership with a think tank, covering 
a policy area of relevance to the City Corporation. To host an open fringe 
event with a think tank, covering a policy area of relevance to the City 
Corporation. To host a sit-down dinner of approximately 120 attendees with 
a select and focused guest list from the business, political and policy related 
sectors. To explore a possible partnership for the sit-down dinner. 

 
17. Scottish National Party Conference, dates and location, TBC 

 

• Plan: To host a private roundtable in partnership with a think tank and/or 
sectoral organisation, covering a policy area of relevance to the City 
Corporation. To explore partnership with TCUK, as was the case in 2020 
and 2018. 

 
18. Green Party Conference, dates and location, TBC 

 

• Plan: To attend the conference and not organise any events. 
 

19. Suggested format of events if the recommended option is not approved  
 

• The proposed format is as above with either smaller dinners if attendance 
is in-person, the suggestion being approximately 20 guests, or no dinners 
at all, if attendance is virtual or dinners are considered inappropriate due to 
the public health situation and associated government guidelines. 

 
Key Data 
 
None 
 
Corporate & Strategic Implications 
 
Strategic implications 
 

20. Engaging with political stakeholders, organising events associated with the 
party political conferences and working with the thinktanks and other third-party 



organisations to produce events and associated policy reports provides an 
opportunity for the City Corporation to engage with key audiences on important 
global, national and local government issues and to demonstrate the 
Corporation’s involvement in relevant debates. Sponsorship and political 
engagement would also help deliver outcomes 2 – 10 of the 2018-23 Corporate 
Plan. 

 
Financial implications 
 

21. The Corporate Affairs Team has an established budget for all party conference 
and engagement related activity. Any sponsorship of ad-hoc policy projects is 
currently funded via the Policy Initiatives Fund according to decisions of the 
Policy and Resources Committee.  

 
Resource implications 
 
None 
 
Legal implications 
 
None 
 
Risk implications 
 
None 
 
Equalities implications 
 
None 
 
Climate implications 
 
None 
 
Security implications 
 
None 
 
Conclusion 
 

22. Members are asked to agree that the City of London Corporation’s attendance 
and events at the 2021 party conferences return to the pre-pandemic format 
and note the planned programme of engagement. 

 
Appendices 
 
None 
 
 
 



Background Papers 
 
None 
 
 
Eugenie de Naurois 
Head of Corporate Affairs 
 
T: 07710 763134 
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